STATESMAN VS. POLITICIAN

DONALD R. FOX

What we need is fewer politicians and more statesmen.  I stand by that statement!  I will allow Webster’s dictionary to define these words, thus settling my statement as correct.  Note Webster’s definition of a politician that also defines statesman:  “Politician…A person actively engaged in politics, especially party politics, professionally or otherwise; often, a person holding or seeking political office: frequently used in a derogatory sense, with implications of seeking personal or partisan gain, scheming, opportunism, etc., as distinguished from statesman, which suggests able, far-seeing, principled conduct of public affairs.” (Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language, College Edition)

It would be wonderful if a politician were also a statesman.  Guess that would be rare, but I have to believe we have such type people in government. As we dwell on what type, a person would qualify as a statesman, I thought of Abraham, a great man of faith (Reference Hebrews the Eleventh Chapter).

ABRAM AND LOT

“And Abram said unto Lot, let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.  Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.” (Genesis 13:8-9)

Some may think that Abram, later named Abraham (Genesis 17:5) appeased Lot too much.  Some would say that Abram should have stood up to Lot and “laid the law down” so to speak.  Not only was Abram a statesman, able to be far seeing, he was a diplomat.  He was intuitively skilled in the dealing with other people, a tactful and understanding person.  And Lot, well he “pitched his tent toward Sodom" (Genesis 13:12).

Later, our hero Abram rescued Lot from danger, “he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan" (Genesis 13:14).  Defeating the enemy, “he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people" (Genesis 13:16).

Abraham, strong and brave was a true statesman and diplomat.  Such men as Abraham should be looked up to as proper servants of God and mankind. There is a great need for such people. Servants of God and mankind must be able, visionary and with deep abiding principles of right and wrong.  Statesmanship, loyalty and the desire to be a servant of the people are sorely needed.

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” (Romans 15:4)
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