STOLEN VALOR

Donald R. Fox

Unless you are part of the military family in some way, you may not have heard of “stolen valor”.  As a retired U.S. Army veteran, I have been appalled to know that some masquerade as active military and/or veterans. It is also known that some personnel on active duty wear fake awards/decorations on their uniform, which they did not earn.  I started this essay sometime ago. However, I was unable to find within me the wording to describe these fakers, who go about stealing valor that is undeserved.  In the “Army Times”, dated 2 May 2011, an article entitled “Detecting Fakers” found on page 3, summarized this deception by people who are dishonest to the core. 

The following is an extraction in part of the article “Detecting Fakers” by John Ryan.

“Lies about combat heroics by some civilians and veterans keep coming, no matter the penalties established by the 2005 Stolen Valor Act.  These fakers infuriate many soldiers, who say false valor cheapens the symbolism of Army uniforms, badges and awards.

“Blood, sweat and tears have dropped out of your body in that uniform,” then-Sgt. Louis Brandwein said in Army Times late last year about discovering a fraud, “there’s no way hell a veteran’s going to let that slide.”

Army Times has reported on many phonies over the years, while web sites such as the P.O.W. Network try to find and expose them.

Here are five ways you can help keep a lookout for Army frauds:

1. Full inspection. Improperly worn ribbons can be obvious first signs of deceit, especially when valor awards such as Silver Stars or Distinguish Service Crosses are tacked with unauthorized “V” devices, which stand for valor…”

2. ‘Only survivor’.  Certain phrases in wannabees’ testimonies can be a dead giveaways for lies, such as “I was the only survivor,” “You won’t find any records” or “My records are scrubbed.”…

3. Question claims.  An officer in Texas busted a man who claimed he was a former Marine and tricked the Army into admitting him as a noncommissioned officer last year, by asking the faker how he earned his Marine ribbons…” “Command Sgt. Maj. Stoney Crump was court-martialed in March for, among several reasons, wearing an Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal with an arrowhead device, indicating he made a combat jump into Grenada.”

4. Something’s wrong.  When you notice something is not quite right with a person, like a very young-looking person wearing high rank, snap a photo. A faker in Alabama was convicted after a picture on a website showed him wearing unearned badges.”

5. More tips.  Extraordinary claims should spawn some skepticism…stay alert for errors in concert, like the wrong badges mixed with poor explanations….”

I pray that the abbreviated extraction of “Detecting Fakers” by John Ryan will be of help.  There seems to be an influx of fakers.  Maybe it is a lack of basic honesty that drives such fakers, sad indeed.

TRUTH AND HONESTY IS THE FOUNDATION THAT MUST STAND FIRM

 “Jehovah, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, And speaketh truth in his heart; He that slandereth not with his tongue, Nor doeth evil to his friend, Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor; In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But who honoreth them that fear Jehovah; He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not; He that putteth not out his money to interest, Nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.” (Psalms 15:1-5 ASV) 

“If the foundations be destroyed, What can the righteous do?”  (Psalms 11:3 ASV)

 “Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34 ASV)

NOTE:  See essay titled “Psalm 11:3” for addition information concerning decaying principles.  Web sites on “Stolen Valor” furnished for your further study on this subject.

http://www.stolenvalor.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stolen_Valor_Act_of_2005
http://www.military.com/news/article/court-stolen-valor-act-unconstitutional.html?ESRC=army-a.nl
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