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It was May 1960 when I returned home from a thirteen-month Army tour in South Korea. Oakland Army Base processed me upon arrival from Korea.  I took a Greyhound bus from Oakland, California to Tupelo, Mississippi.  Upon arrival, my wife and children were there to greet me. Since our youngest daughter, Jean Marie was born while I was overseas it was a joy to see and hold her.  Our oldest daughter Peggy Ann was happy to see me and with Shirley we hugged and kissed each other.  It was a very happy occasion. I was home again.  My new assignment was at Fort Knox, Kentucky with the 90th Transportation Company (Medium Helicopter) (H-37).

We were all very happy at Fort Knox and my new unit was great.  It was not too long however when our contentment was crushed.  The problem: Cold War crisis in Berlin.   Our unit was alerted and in a very short time we shipped out, “bag and baggage”, to Europe.  Our large H-37 helicopters were loaded on a Navy aircraft carrier.  Most of us were transported to Bremerhaven, Germany on a Navy troop ship.  We arrived at our new duty station, Illesheim, Germany in October 1961. With this show of force the USA military strength “peaked at 277,000 in 1962, following the construction of the Berlin Wall.” (Reference: Article entitled, “Fall of the Wall”, Army Times, October 26, 2009). This strength figure of 277,000 was the highest military personnel since World War 2 and has never been equaled.  Informational references to include history of the Cold War see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hallstein_Doctrine and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Wall  

CONFLICTING NATIONS AND PEOPLES

Sadly when sin rules men and nations the results are conflicts of hate and death.  “ And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.” (Matthew 24:6-8)(KJV)

BIBLICAL DUTY OF GOVERNMENT AND ITS CITIZENS 

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.”  (Romans 13:1-6) (KJV)

CHRISTIANS MUST DESIRE AND WORK TOWARD PEACE

“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. (Matthew 5:9)(KJV)

“Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”(2 Corinthians 13:11)(KJV)

“Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all.” (2 Thessalonians 3:16)(KJV)

NOTE:  Gratefully the Cold War era is over. During the period of 1995 until 1998, it was my privilege to make five trips to Russia.  I met some of the finest Christians there and till this day I have communications with some of them.  Some have made trips to the USA and I have met with them in sweet fellowship.  These Christian brethren are always in my prayers and in my heart.

See Russia’s gift to America concerning our mutual Struggle Against World Terrorism: http://www.911monument.com/  

NOTE:  For addition study on the subject of Berlin see essays entitled “Saving Berlin” and “Candy Bomber”.
CURRENT EVENT:  On 5 November 2009, Major Nidal Malik Hasan, US Army, killed 13 people and wounding 30 more at Fort Hood, Texas.  He was an orthodox Muslim and adhered to the teaching of the Koran. For some Americans that are motivated by tolerant political correctness, their mindset is to wink at this terrorism. During WW 2 and then the Cold War period we were able to see clearly as a people and as nation.  Our national leaders had their head screwed on straight and were able to see dangers coupled with necessary corrective actions. I long for that era to return, God Help Us!  See essay entitled “Mindset of WW II and our Current Times”.

