THE RIGHT THING TO DO

Donald R. Fox

As I read my copy of the “Retirement Services Newsletter”, Issue 1-10 Fall 2010, published by Fort Rucker, Alabama, I noted a great quotation as follows: “The truth of the matter is that you always know the right thing to do. The hard part is doing it.” – Norman Schwarzkopf (1934 -) General Schwarzkopf was the commander of the Coalition Forces during the Gulf War of 1991.   The liberation of Kuwait and Iraq was accomplished during this time.   General Schwarzkopf became an instant hero and was recognized as a strait no nonsense commander.  From the quotation, we can ascertain that the general understood and affirmed that we can know the difference between right and wrong.   

Why would the general recognize the right thing to do?  I suggest that “Stormin’ Norman” had a traditional God-fearing upbringing that adhered to a code of right thinking and acting. Further, with this code there must be a fixed standard of knowing the right thing to do.  He understood right from wrong. Our nation was founded on Judaic-Christian principles; therefore, we as people try to comply with these precepts.  Doing the right thing takes fortitude. Too often wrong is the easy route and the path of weakness. Do you still wrestle with doing the right thing? 

The conscience is clear when we do right. As to the definition of the conscience, someone made the following concise statement: “Conscience is a good feeling that results from doing that which you have been taught is right, and a bad feeling that results from doing that which you been taught is wrong.”  “I can’t find any fault with this definition.” (Page 71, Chapter XI, Hearing For Eternity, Vol. II,   
By Fred A. Amick)

“When Paul was killing Christians, his conscience was clear, because he was doing what he had been taught was right. However, this did not make it right. In alluding to the time when he had been a blasphemer and persecutor of Christ he said he was the chiefest of sinners. (1 Tim. 1:12-15). God extended him mercy because “he did it ignorantly in unbelief.” (1 Tim. 1:13). He was completely honest with himself. When he learned he was wrong, the only way he could keep his good conscience was to turn from the wrong, and make restitution. This he did at the earliest opportunity.” (Page 77, Chapter XI, Hearing For Eternity, Vol II, by Fred A. Amick) See: Acts the 22nd chapter for information about Paul, his rearing and zeal as a Jew and his conversion to Christianity.

Have we not all wrestled with the concept of our God given conscience?  All truth seekers are thankful for this gift. Years ago I had come to the conclusion that the only safe guide for mankind is the Word of God, the Bible.  Every ethical system, moral code, so-called sacred books and the array of religious beliefs conceived by men, all fall by the wayside.  Is our conscience a safe guide? No, it is not! Our conscience must have an infallible safe guide. Another thought, in conclusion, of our study, what if one knows the right thing to do and rejects God’s true standard?  God help us to be honest with ourselves and obedient to our Creator.

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.” (Psalm 119:105-106 KJV)

 “In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.” (Proverbs 12:28 KJV)

 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17 KJV) 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.” (2 Timothy 2:15-16 KJV)

 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15 KJV)

SIDE NOTE:  General Schwarzkopf was born in 1934. I was born in 1932; therefore, we are of the same generation. In the passing of time, we have seen great changes in our national understanding of right/wrong. Engraved on our currency is the motto “In God We Trust” and let us not forget, “One nation under God”. I believe that both of us unreservedly understand the significance of these maxims. Our nation is being driven downward by secular thinking people.  This decline will bring about a deterioration of our understanding of rightness versus wrongness. We pray for a return to our national legacy. 

For Information on General Schwarzkopf see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Schwarzkopf,_Jr.  

NOTE:  See essays entitled “RIGHT TO DO WRONG”, “INTUITION” and “MORALITY AND THE LAW” for similar study.
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