THE WAY WE WERE

Donald R. Fox

As an older gentleman and viewing current events on TV and newspapers, I am reminded that America has changed since my youth.  In a general sense, people who are presently in control, whether it is in the business or political realm, are the products of the 1960’s and beyond.  As I pondered this fact, the title of a movie produced in 1973 came to my mind.  The movie was entitled “The Way We Were."  I never saw the movie, but it was very poplar at the time of release. 

It is interesting to recall past eras and reflect on the way we were.  As for me, I accept and appreciate the great advances of technology.   Many of this advancement is beyond the average mans comprehension.  The medical profession in taking care of us humans have made wonderful, positive gains for which we all are grateful.   From aviation, automobiles, electronics to food productions and on and on, all of which have made life easier. 

However, my generation sees a gap. Something has been lost or neglected.  Is it just that we are now older?  I think not!  There is a real change to the way we were as Americans.  With these thoughts running through my mind and memory, I removed an old book from a top shelf of my library.  The title of the book is, “MACE - PETRIE American School History, By William H. Mace and George Petrie, Rand McNally & Company."  Yes, an old school history book published January 1910. As I browsed through the school history book, I was amazed at the in-depth history of the new world, America.  I understand from schoolteachers who teach American history, older textbooks such as “MACE – PETRIE” are no longer used.  What a shame! And maybe this is why too many of our younger generations do not know the way we were.
I have taken the liberty of extracting a portion of “The Preface," written by the authors.  Further, I have underlined a few sentences for emphasis that seem to summarize the intent of the textbook. Please note the following:

“The exploration and settlement of a new land, winning of independence, the solving of great problems of government, the growth of industry, the effect of inventions, welding together of many nationalities into a great and free nation, the wonderful growth of that nation from obscurity to world leadership,---all these make a great story.  It is not a long one, but it is crowded with action.  At every turn there are bold deeds and stirring events.  Yet it is more than a series of disconnected incidents.  A golden thread connects them; a national purpose runs through our history.  From colonial days down to the present, freedom has been our great American ideal.  Our task has been to establish a more and more perfect liberty in a free and orderly country.”


So there it is, have we forgotten that “golden thread”?   If we do not remember our national roots, our heritage, we will not know the way we were.  It seems some have misplaced the “American ideal." The old history book is overflowing of verifiable evidence of our Christian heritage.  This heritage is being denied and/or mocked by some prominent citizens and well-known elites who have access to the media to include the “Hollywood” establishment and television. It would seem or prove that some desire to change the way we were.  The U.S.A. is not perfect. However, to change a decent nation, is madness.

“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind:” (Hosea 8:7) (KJV)

” Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Galatians 6:7-8) (KJV)

 “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3)(KJV)

SIDE NOTE:  Some may feel I have been too negative against younger folks and their generation.  To be negative is not my objective.  My intent was to recognize the lowering of moral/ethical standards.  With that in mind, an excursion back to the way we were might remind us of our heritage and the “American Ideal” along with principles, the general public understood in the time past. 

NOTE:  For additional study on this basic theme, see essays titled as follows: “AMERICA AND WHAT IT MEANS TO ME," “BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM," “MAYFLOWER COVENANT," “MINDSET OF WW 2 AND OUR CURRENT TIMES," “MOCKERY OF BILL MAHER," “MOJAVE DESERT CROSS," “OUR FOUNDERS AND RELIGION," “PATRIOTISM," “PSALM 11:3, IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED.” “SPIKE LEE ANOTHER HATER OF THE USA," “UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES," “WOODSTOCK," “PUBLIC SCHOOL CLASSROOM” and “PROPAGANDA."
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