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As a very young soldier I learned that there are “lawful orders and unlawful orders”.  Soldiers understood that you should not obey unlawful orders.  This was a basic truth.  I had no trouble comprehending this principle.  I still understand this fundamental concept.  Example: An authority figure tells you to kill/murder an unarmed civilian that presents absolutely no threat.  This is an unlawful order, I would not, could not obey this unauthorized order.  Further more, my conscience would not allow me to perform this “order”.  Who would jump off a ten story building because their parents told them to jump?  We are blessed with God given common sense, let’s use it.
Concerning the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah and “just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds:” (2 Peter 2:7-8).  Here the Bible indicates that sinful men committed deeds that were unlawful.  We live in a time when man has deep problems understanding lawful from unlawful.  The problem of course is that too many have not grasped the concept of Right/Wrong and the fixed standard that determines lawful from unlawful.
The Apostle Paul uses the illustration of the ancient games to make the point of being lawful before God.  “And if also a man contend in the games, he is not crowned, except he have contended lawfully.” (2 Timothy 2:5)  There are rules in our sports.  We do not like to see the rules/laws of the game broken.  This is good; too bad we can not understand the same principle applies to human behaviors.  
We have not considered why people obey, carry out unlawful commands.  However, it should be sufficient to heed and practice this principle, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) To be obedient to God is lawful and is very good.  To be disobedient is unlawful and will cause those the practice the same to be lost. “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:” (Matthew 7:13)
