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There is no doubt about it, I have strong, and firm nonflexible beliefs and unchanging, fixed standards I hold fast too.  However, I can still be in a tolerant person.  I think it would be good to look at the definition of tolerant and tolerate. Webster defines tolerant in part as one that is “inclined to tolerate others beliefs, practices, etc, or favoring tolerance.”  Webster also defines tolerate in part as, “to allow; permit; not interfere with; to recognize and respect (others beliefs, practices, etc.) without necessarily agreeing or sympathizing; to put up with; bear: as, he tolerates his brother-in-law.”

There are many things we do not agree on. However, we can “recognize and respect other beliefs without necessarily agreeing”.  Thus, tolerance is practiced in a civilized society.  However, lawlessness, crimes against society cannot be tolerated.  Murders, rape, etc., anything that interferes with “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” cannot be allowed to thrive unchallenged in a society that is civilized.  Often problems arise in the defining of troubles within a social order. Citizen’s and government dispute what is right or wrong.  An example of such would be the debate on stem cell research, abortion issue, same sex marriage and other ethical issues.   

For Christians, there is biblical precedence; a superior law and guidance concerning what is right and wrong that goes beyond men think so’s. The guide for Christians is the Word of God; therefore, the disputing of civil or man oriented religious laws/creeds are all put to naught. As an illustration, when confronted with a challenge of what law or authority to follow the Apostle Peter makes this affirmation, “…We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)  The law of God is always superior and will supersede all other guidance/law.
Jesus showed great tolerance, understanding, yet he did not approve of sinful practice.  Let us note two examples of our Lords interaction, toleration within a social structure with sinners, “And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples; for there were many, and they followed him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?  When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them.  They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinner to repentance.” (Mark 2:15-17)  The woman of Samaria is a wonderful interplay between Jesus and a sinner.  “There cometh a women of Samaria to draw water.  Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink…Then saith the women of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? (for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.)” (John 4:7 and 9)  

“The antipathy between the Jews and Samaritans was so bitter that they were never wont to ask any hospitable rite.  The women’s reply is not a refusal of the Lord’s request, but an expression of astonishment that a Jew should ask a favor of a Samaritan.” (Page 338, Note on the Gospel of John, The People’s New Testament Commentary, by B.W. Johnson)

By my Lords example of tolerance, understanding, compassion, can we not practice the same? “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”  (Psalms 1:1-2)

