 TROLLEY RIDE AND GOOD MANNERS

DONALD R. FOX

When I was just a youngster we lived on Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, New York. I remember the old trolley cars running outside our small second story apartment.  I really liked trolley cars even with its noise.  Since we lived fairly near the beginning of the trolley route, there was most always a seat available. Within a few blocks however as we neared Brooklyn College the trolley filled up. 

Even though I consider my growing up years as bittersweet with good and harsh memories, our Parents taught us five Fox kid’s manners.  As the trolley filled up I was always please to offer my seat to a lady, or anyone that was older, flail or just one needing a seat.  With the swaying and the clank, clatter of the heavy streetcar, one could be tossed about very easily.  I enjoyed the trolley ride toward Ebbets Field, home of the long gone colorful Brooklyn Dodgers and other interesting destinations such as Prospect Park.

Trolleys no longer run the length of Flatbush Avenue, and that is too bad.  Along with the passing of the trolley also passes good manners. Too many in our society know very little or nothing of good manners. As young children we had no fears concerning harm as we traveled all over the city.  This has changed and that is too bad also.
Webster defines manner/manners in part as:  “ways of social behavior; deportment, conforming with polite conventions, etc.” Good mannered people are much desired in today’s society. Too many are driven toward self-serving attitudes void of proper “ways of social behavior”.   I believe it is a heart issue, don’t you?  “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)(KJV)

“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.” (I Corinthians 15:33)(KJV)

“Good manners will open doors that the best education cannot.” Clarence Thomas (1948 -)

“Manners maketh man.” William of Wykeham (1324 – 1404)
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