TRUE GRIT 

(1969 and 2011 Versions of “True Grit” Movies)

A very big movie hit is a remake of “True Grit”.   Bill O’Reilly wrote an interesting commentary using the new movie, “True Grit”, as a base for his observations.  Following is a few of his comments:

“The "True Grit" comparison also reflects the times the films were released. Back in 1969, the United States was in turmoil over Vietnam and the rise of the Woodstock generation. Revered traditions were breaking down fast, confusing and angering many Americans.”

“And that's the difference in America over these 40 years. We once were a country with boundaries and rules of behavior. Now many of those boundaries are gone. We expect explicit violence and personal angst. Many of us relish seeing that. In 1969, when "True Grit" played in the theaters, Americans were looking for heroes like John Wayne to show them nobility. Today there are far fewer heroes, and we don't expect much nobility, even in the movies.” (Extracted from an article by Bill O’Reilly entitled The Truth About Grit, Townhall Daily, 1 Jan 11) 

The observation “We once were a country with boundaries and rules of behavior.” hit a cord of truthfulness.  As an older person, I can vouch for the reliability of that statement.  Yes, for sure in past times, there were “boundaries and rules of behavior”.  These boundaries were fixed and the rules for proper conduct were well known by the general public.  Not to say, those past generations were free from evil and horrid sinners.  Sadly, each era has such.  However, the masses of everyday law-abiding citizens understood right/wrong and decency. Nobility was valued as a positive character trait.

The boundaries did not fall away overnight.  We the people allowed the borders of decency to deteriorate. The decaying of the borders of decorum and civility did not change overnight.  In my judgment, the greatest boundary destroyer was the media: movies, TV and the like.  By the late 1960’s even long held appreciation for music and lyrics changed.  You don’t believe that?  Check out poplar music up to early 1960’s.  If you cannot distinguish the general style of words and music before and after, you are melody deaf. I do not even want to address so-called “Rap” music.

Movies and TV became nastier with an increase of “in your face” rudeness and baseness.  Sexual situations in the media increased in depraved TV situation comedies, advanced homosexual lifestyles, and living together outside of legal marriage became the norm.  Yes, Bill O’Reilly, you speak the truth, “We once were a country with boundaries and rules of behavior.”

RESULTS OF DECAYED BOUNDARIES 

 “For this cause God gave them up unto vile passions: for their women changed the natural use into that which is against nature: and likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another, men with men working unseemliness, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was due. And even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, God gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, unmerciful: who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practise such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practise them.” (Romans 1:26-32 ASV)

NOTE:  See essays entitled “GRIT” and “MUSIC”.
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