UNCIVIL BEHAVIOR

DONALD R. FOX

I just came from my local bank and drove to Kroger’s gas station to fill-up my car’s tank.  It was a beautiful day, Tuesday, 2 December 2008.  I like to take care of my chores early; it was 10:00 AM.  The gas station was not crowded.  I opened my car door and heard a very angry, screaming voice near the gas pump next to me.  A large middle-aged woman was outside her car on a cell phone.  She was loudly blaring in rage to the one on the other end of the cell phone.  I turned my back to her and started to process the gas pump.  The outrageous screaming went on and on.  I would not give her any attention to such shameful behavior.  I know how easy it is for such a person to turn their anger onto innocent by-standers.  In a flash her car drove away.  Possible trouble was avoided and peace prevailed at the gas station.

As a Christian gentleman I pondered this experience.  I could not think of anyone of my friends, family or strangers that I would ever address in such an uncivilized manner.  Such type of conduct as described above is too common.  With that said, you don’t expect it in such a place as a public gas station, in a very nice part of town.  You expect such behavior outside or inside a bar or around unruly intoxicated individuals.  The woman causing this uncivilized, boisterous behavior could not be a Christian.  Such violent types of people are widespread.  I find this very sad!

This woman and all of us are and will be held accountable for the words we use.

“But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” (Matthew 12:36-37)

This woman and all of us will give an account of our actions.

“For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give an account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:11-12)

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)
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