UNDERSTAND

Understandest thou what thou readest? (Acts 8:30 KJV)

Donald R. Fox

“But we have to pass the bill so that you can find out what is in it, away from the fog of the controversy.” (Speaker Nancy Pelosi, on the New Health Care Reform Bill) As I understand the dilemma, our elected lawmakers did not comprehend nor did they have any real familiarity relating to the New Health Care Reform Bill.   Most of us were outraged that our lawmakers would blindly sign on with approval a bill they never read.  It is unbelievable!  Is this the caliber of lawmakers we have in Washington, D. C.?  Would you, or I, sign a contract without reading it?  Mind-boggling, is it not?

 If it is within my ability to understand something, I am thankful for the guidance of one who knows the subject matter.  Most of the time assistance is necessary to understand to a fuller degree.  

With that reflection, I remembered a true truth seeker. The Ethiopian Eunuch found in Chapter eight, The Acts of the Apostles, The New Testament of Jesus Christ.  The eunuch did not understand what he was reading and asked for help, so he could fully appreciate the scripture.  Our lawmakers did not even read the bill!  No parallel here, at least the eunuch had the common sense to know he needed help.  The lesson should be obvious.   

As you and I seek truth in the word of God, let us have an open mind, always ready to understand.  We are blessed that God’s plan of salvation is very understandable.  Further, we have in this generation many Biblical aids, such as commentaries.  Remember, friends, put your trust in the word of God and not creeds and “think-so’s” of men.  How do we obtain faith?  “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17 KJV).  

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH 
 “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.
And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship,
 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.
 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.
 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?
 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.
 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:
 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.
 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?
 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.
And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.” (Acts 8:26-40 KJV)

NOTE:  For additional study please see essay entitled “FACTORS THAT SAVE US”. http://essaysbyfox.org/html/essays/FACTORS%20THAT%20SAVE.doc  

NOTE:  For information on quote by Nancy Pelosi see: http://nation.foxnews.com/nancy-pelosi/2010/03/09/we-have-pass-bill-so-you-can-find-out-what-it  
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