UNFIT FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Donald R. Fox

“The latest Army statistics show that 75 percent of military-age youth are ineligible to join the military because they are overweight, can't pass entrance exams, have dropped out of high school or had run-ins with the law. So many young people between the prime recruiting ages of 17 and 24 cannot meet minimum standards that a group of retired military leaders is calling for early childhood education to combat the insidious effects of junk food and inadequate education. "We've never had this problem of young people being obese like we have today," said Gen. John Shalikashvili, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.”  (Extracted from the Drudge Report, 5 November 2009))  http://www.drudge.com/news/126820/75-young-americans-unfit-military, http://usgovinfo.about.com/od/usmilitary/a/unabletoserve.htm further http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,572351,00.html      
I could not find the percentage of personnel that were qualified for active duty during World War Two as a comparison with this present generation.  My guess would be that the percent of those that could not serve would be very low during that era.  Yes, it was a different time and culture. According to “Census Facts on WWII”, the “WWII memorial honors 16.1 million who served, 292,000 who died”. Reference: http://seniorjournal.com/NEWS/Features/4-05-13factsWWII.htm
According to our English dictionary the word unfit is defined in part as  “Not meant or adapted for a given purpose; inappropriate.  Below the required standard; unqualified. Not in good physical or mental health.” (Reference The Free Dictionary by FARLEX) It is sad that our culture here in the USA has changed so much in a relatively short period of time. Our English dictionary defines the word culture in part as “The totality of socially transmitted behavior patterns, arts, beliefs, institutions, and all other products of human work and thought.” (Reference The Free Dictionary by FARLEX)  

At one time Americans basically had the same totality of socially held beliefs.  Our basic ethical/moral behavior patterns were the same.  It mattered not what part of the USA you were from, fundamentally, we believed in “God, Country, Apple Pie and Mom.” If 75 percent are unfit to serve in our military and only 25 percent of our military-age youths are eligible to join or be drafted in the event of a national emergency, we have a great problem.  The solution to our problem is to return to our national heritage as a God-Fearing Nation. NOTE:  I may have missed it, but I cannot recall a major news media that covered this news.
 WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE AS SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS?  “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.” (Philippians 3:13-16)(KJV)

WILL WE MEET THE REQUIRED STANDARD? “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16) (KJV) “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)(KJV)

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY: See essay entitled “Cave In To Nonsense”.
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