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Valentinus was a very early Christian heretic, a teacher of error.  Irenaeus (115-202 AD) in his apology “Against Heresies” took to task Valentinus and his false doctrines.

Irenaeus wrote, “They conceive, then, of three kinds of men, spiritual, material, and animal, represented by Cain, Abel, and Seth" (1). Put, in other words, Valentinus taught that there were three classes of people.  These people are born into these classes and there is nothing they can do to change the course of their lives.  First class was pneumatics or spiritual ones.  They had a divine spark and could not be lost.  They were chosen by God to be saved.  Second class was psychics.  These people had souls, but they were not spiritual.  They could be saved with many good works.  The third class was hylics or materialists.  These people had no hope that they could be saved. (2)

Does this doctrine sound somewhat familiar?  It sounds like Calvinism does it not?  One of the most familiar teachings of Calvin is. “The Doctrine of Election”.  Please note the following quotation:  “Election is that degree of God which He eternally makes, by which, with sovereign freedom, He chooses to Himself a people, upon whom He determines to set His love, whom He rescues from sin and death through Jesus Christ, unto Himself in everlasting glory.”  Further, “The doctrine of election declares that God, before the foundation of the world chose certain individuals from among the fallen members of Adam’s race to be objects of His underserved favor.  These and these only, He purposed to save…He chose to save some and to leave the rest in their sinful condition.” (3)
Now to tie Calvin’s doctrine with Valentinus and his heretical teachings.  Note this quotation from the same source as above: “God’s elect have an inborn spiritual life that prompts them to bring forth fruits of righteousness that God’s name may be honored by their lives” (3)

So there it is!  Valentinus a heretic taught some have a divine spark, and they could not be lost.  Calvin’s doctrine via the “Doctrine of Election” some have this inborn spirit that prompts them in this election.

Interesting that some have accepted Calvin’s doctrines that were once taught by an early heretic.  The Word of God, the Bible knows nothing of this false teaching.
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