VISAS AND PASSPORTS

Donald R. Fox

Most of us recognize that we are having great problems controlling our borders here in the USA.  For the law-abiding citizens of other nations who desire to visit the USA, they obtain visas and have valid passports.  Americans and other visitors stop at authorized checkpoints, border crossings in Mexico and Canada and present themselves to officials with nothing to hide. The dilemma is people who sneak across our borders who have not been invited.  This is unlawful.  

During the periods of 1995 through 1998 it was my privileged to make five trips to Russia to do missionary work.  Points of arrival and departure were the wonderful old cities of Moscow and St. Petersburg. Along with my airline tickets, I had several personal identifications, such as a driver’s license, my military ID card (retired), and a visa with my passport. A visa is an invitation or an endorsement to a passport.  My passport was issued by the USA because I am a citizen of the USA.  The visa was an acknowledgment from Russia that they would accept me to visit their nation.  When I arrived at my destination, the city of Syktyvkar, I had to register with the local government. Syktyvkar is 744 miles Northeast of Moscow with a population (1995) of 230,227.  The local government knew where I lived; how long I would stay and when I would depart for the USA--and I had better leave per the airline departure time. It would seem that the USA could learn from many other governments as to how to control unlawful entries.

I was always treated as a guest in Russia. On a few occasions, I got lost in Syktyvkar. I could not remember what bus I should take to arrive at the location I wanted.  There was always several waiting for the city bus.  I would speak up, “Does anyone speak English?” and with a smile one would speak up with a “Yes”. With some sign language and a little English, I would always receive help from a kind Russian stranger.

Are there Biblical lessons to be learned from above?  I think so!  There are privileges, rights and laws to be obeyed as a citizen.  Roman citizenship was a great honor.  As the Roman Empire grew, citizenship was a way of controlling and keeping track of its citizens for taxing and other uses.  “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.” The American Standard Version states, “that all the world should be enrolled.” (Luke 2:1)  “Enrolled means properly to register or enter in a list; commentators are not agreed as to whether it refers to an enrollment for taxation, or for ascertaining the population, as the word may be used in either sense.” (Page 48, Commentary on Luke, by H. Leo Boles) 

The apostle Paul made it know that he was a citizen of Rome, and accordingly exercised his rights. “And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? When the centurion, heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman.” (Acts 22:25-26) Paul always recognized that as a Christian his foremost loyalty was to his God, “For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ…” (Philippians 3:20 ASV))

Governments are ordained by God.  Controls are enacted for the protection and safety of citizens. “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but for the evil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good.  But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon his that doeth evil?” (Romans 13:3-4)

Of course, we all recognize that many times there are evil workers in governments; this issue was not addressed in this essay.  A basic rule and understanding are that we cannot enter nations without permission. All nations desire to protect their lands and their citizens.  Visas and passports are one tool in this protection.

NOTE: See an essay entitled ‘IDENTIFICATION”.
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