WHAT EVER!
Donald R. Fox

On 24 August 2005, NBC Nightly News had a segment concerning “knowledge of past events, history”.  An interviewer asked teenagers and college age young people about events such as “The Depression Era and World War Two”, about people that lived before they were born, etc. The responses were very revealing; they did not have a clue about past events and peoples of previous times.  Their almost canned comment was the now poplar slang, “What Ever!”  The slang comment revealed more about their attitudes than just not knowing history.  It brought to light, “Who cares” or “I could care less” disposition.
We wonder, what does the school systems teach about USA and World History.  I am baffled!  How could a high school graduate or college age student go through twelve plus years and not know events such as the Great Depression or World War Two Era?  Very rarely I look at the “Jay Leno Show” because I am ready for bed, and other reasons.  On a few occasions however, I remember his impromptu interviews with the “man/women on the street”.  Jay would ask simple questions about history/people and as you may know, the stupid answers he gets. Yes, it’s amazing what people do not know about history.
“History is the witness that testifies to the passing of time, it illumines reality, vitalizes memory, provides guidance in daily life and brings us tidings of antiquity.” (Cicero, 106-43 BC)

“History despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived, however, if faced with courage, need not be lived again.” 

(Maya Angelou, 1928 - )

“I will never forget thy precepts, for with them thou hast quickened me.” (Psalms 119:93)

“My son, forget not my law: but let thine heart keep my commandments.” (Proverbs 3:1)

To remember is good!  To remember and correct wrongs is very good!
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