WOMEN IN COMBAT

DONALD R. FOX

It is now common, and I believe for the first time in the history of our nation, to see women soldiers assigned to combat zones.   They wear combat equipment and are armed with weaponry of warfare. They are placed side-by-side with men, doing the same type of work in combat zones.  

As a retired, U.S. Army, Command Sergeant Major, I say, I do not approve of this policy.  I don’t like it as a man and as a citizen of the U.S.A.  To me, there is something wrong about placing women in dangerous combat zones.  OK—if you want, call me old fashioned and not in tune with the times. This is how I feel!  In my judgment, because of political correctness and the militant feminine movement, our past ethical/moral traditions within the USA have changed for the worst.

WOMEN ARMY CORPS: At one time, women had their own military service organizations, such as the Women Army Corps (WAC), organized 14 May 1942.  Brought on by the necessities of World War Two, women in uniform functioned within the framework of their own military leadership and performing duties assigned to them.  All military assignments were performed within an assortment of military missions.  They had their own female Commanders and First Sergeant.  Female living quarters were off limits to men and you can bet this was strictly enforced.

THE DISESTABLISHMENT OF THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS:  “As a means of assimilating women more closely into the structure of the Army and to eliminate any feeling of separateness from it, the office of the Director, WAC was discontinued on 26 April 1978.  The Women’s Army Corps as a separate corps of the Army was disestablished on 29 October 1978 by an act congress.” (Reference: Women’s Army Corps Veteran Association, History of Women’s Army Corps) See WAC History:  http://www.armywomen.org    

CONSCRIPTION OF MEN TERMINATED: In my judgment, what drove the need to use womanhood in combat conditions and performing such duties with men were the doing away with the draft. The military draft ended in 1973. In a very short time the ranks of enlisted men declined. Units were under strength.  In my opinion, our government observed “manpower” could be increased under the guise of womanpower.   If manpower is needed to defend our nation and keep our Armed Forces up to strength, what we need to do is restore the draft and use manpower and not womanpower.  

In discussing this proposition, women in combat, some come back with the argument, “Other nations use and always have used women in combat roles.” My reply will remain, “We are not other nations---we are Americans.”  The discussion of women in combat has been studied and debated since the early days of WW2 and before.  NOTE:  You can research this topic via your computer search engine, by typing in “Women In Combat”.  Regrettable, much of the early study, to include before WW 2 is hard to find or are not available. 

WOMANHOOD FROM A BIBLICAL POINT OF VIEW

“The divine portrait of woman, as painted on the biblical canvas, is remarkable indeed. The Genesis narrative distinctly lends itself to the impression that Eve, as the culmination of the creative week, was a climactic jewel in Jehovah’s handiwork.

As one wanders down the corridors of Old Testament history, he is ever refreshed by encounters with such delightful characters as Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, Rachel, Miriam, Deborah, Abigail, Ruth, Esther, and other noble women. Thus could the apostle Peter direct attention to those “holy women” who aforetime “hoped in God” (1 Pet. 3:5). Nor are the feminine persons who adorn the New Testament record less illustrious. The names of those women who ministered to the Master, and later those who served with distinction in the church, have become proverbial.” (Extracted from The Christian Courier, The Role of Woman, by Wayne Jackson, June 1, 2000)  To study the complete article see: http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/202-the-role-of-woman
CLOSING REMARK:  As a Christian gentleman and as an American, I esteem womanhood very highly. As a man, it is my instinct to protect womanhood.  Further, I guess you can say that’s how I was brought up!  Am I wrong to esteem and believe such about womanhood?

 A FEW NOTABLE QUOTES CONCERNING WOMANHOOD

The true worth of a race must be measured by the character of its womanhood. (Mary Mcleod Bethune)

My mother was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual and physical education I received from her. (George Washington)

The real ornament of woman is her character, her purity. (Mohandas Gandhi)
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